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CMF Takes to the Web 
Combined Maritime Forces has a brand new online presence. The new ‘blog 
style’ website includes news stories, background information, photos and vid-
eos. The ‘tag cloud’ feature allows people to sift through CMF’s news archive 
according to key topics, such as by country or by mission. CMF has also 
launched into the exciting world of social media. Australian Commodore Greg 
Sammut, Commander of CMF’s counter-terrorism mission, has recorded the 
first video for CMF’s YouTube page, while some of the stunning images of 
CMF operations and exercises captured by international naval photographers 
appear on CMF’s Flickr account. Meanwhile, fans of social networking can  
keep uptodate with CMF news through instant updates via Facebook or Twit-
ter. All of these profiles can be accessed through the website. 

Turkish frigate TCG Gaziantep, flagship of CMF’s 
counter-piracy mission, assists the MV Front Alfa 
following a suspected pirate attack November 21. 
Front Alfa was being chased by a suspicious skiff 
with five people on board. The quick thinking 
crew locked themselves in a safe room,  known 
as a “citadel”, from where they could control the 
ship, causing the pirates to abandon their attack. 
CMF also supports the Best Management Prac-
tice methods that are promoted to the shipping 
industry. These are simple measures, such a 
posting lookouts, that can help reduce the 
chances of a ship being pirated. 



 

Welcome Aboard 
 

Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) is a unique naval part-
nership consisting of 25-nations, which have pledged to 
work together to promote security and prosperity across  
2.5 million square miles of international waters in the 
Middle East, which encompass some of the world’s most 
important shipping lanes. Its main aims are to counter 
terrorism, prevent piracy and promote a safe maritime 
environment. CMF operates three task forces, each with 
a specific mission and area of operation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CTF 150 
 

Mission: To prevent the use of the maritime environment 
by those who perpetrate or enable terrorist acts. This in-
cludes disruption of maritime terrorist acts and building 
regional maritime counter terrorism capability in order to 
combat threats to international peace and promote re-
gional security and stability.  
 

Area of Operation: the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Indian 
Ocean and Gulf of Oman.  
 

Current Command: Australia. 
 

CTF 151 
 

Mission: To disrupt piracy and armed robbery at sea and 
to engage and build capabilities with regional and other 
partners in order to protect global maritime commerce 
and secure freedom of navigation.  
 

Area of Operation: Gulf of Aden & Somali Basin.  
 

Current Command: Pakistan. 
 

CTF 152 
 

Mission: To prevent the use of the maritime environment 
by those who perpetrate or enable terrorist acts. This in-
cludes building regional maritime capability in order to 
combat threats to international peace and promote re-
gional security and stability.  
 

Area of operation: Arabian Gulf. 
 

Current Command: Bahrain. 

View from the Bridge 

Battle Rhythm is produced every two months by the CMF Public Affairs Office. The next edition will be produced at 
the end of February. Contributions of articles and photographs are encouraged.  

Message from  Commander,  
Combined Maritime Forces  

 
Vice Admiral Mark Fox 
 
The Combined Maritime Forces, a 
unique global maritime partnership, 
is comprised of nations from 
around the world, whose navies 
sail Middle Eastern waters and whose purpose is to 
improve maritime security. Ships and sailors from 
many nations make the Combined Maritime Force 
much more effective than any navy or country could 
be alone. We are committed as a coalition to continu-
ing operations that deter illicit activities and help build 
lawful maritime order. 

Message from Deputy  
Commander, Combined  
Maritime Forces  
 

Commodore Tim Fraser RN 
 

When Bahrain recently as-
sumed command of CMF’s 
Arabian Gulf security mission, 
Combined Task Force 152, it 
was the third time in a row that CTF-152 has been 
commanded by a Gulf nation, with both Kuwait and 
the UAE having taken the helm earlier in 2010. 
This is testament to the efforts of CMF members to 
strengthen regional cooperation, enhance skills 
and develop shared capabilities.  
 
Meanwhile, Pakistan has assumed command of 
CMF’s counter-piracy mission (CTF 151) for the 
first time, having previously commanded CMF’s  
counter-terrorism operation (CTF 150) a total of 
four times. More and more merchant vessels are 
evading pirate attack by following the simple steps 
outlined in the Best Management Practice Guid-
ance. However, as long as vessels continue to be 
pirated we must not waiver in our commitment to 
confronting this crime, which threatens international 
shipping and also has a very real human impact on 
sailors and their families. 
 
CTF 150 is now under the steady hand of the 
Royal Australian Navy. Commodore Sammut was 
first to volunteer to record a video for CMF’s new 
website (combinedmaritimeforces.com) which I 
would encourage you to visit. 



Combined Task Force 150: Counter-terrorism 

HMAS Melbourne Hosts Yemen Conference 
 

Royal Australian Navy frigate HMAS Melbourne was the 
venue for a conference off the coast of Aden, Yemen, be-
tween representatives from Combined Maritime Forces and 
the Yemen Navy and Coast Guard, on Dec.16. The pur-
pose of this conference was to establish mutually beneficial 
links between CTF 150 and the Yemen Navy and coast-
guard in order to share information and enable greater co-
operation in the future. 
 

The conference was chaired by Royal Australian Navy Cap-
tain Vaughn Rixon. Speaking after the event, Captain Rixon 
said “This has been an excellent opportunity to discuss 
common challenges in maritime security with a view to de-
veloping a greater level of cooperation between CTF 150 
and the Yemeni Coast Guard and Yemen Navy”. 
 

Australian Commodore Greg Sammut, Commander CTF 
150, said, “Issues such terrorism cross international 
boundaries and consequently nations must work together in 
order to promote maritime security. The Gulf of Aden is a 
strategically important waterway and that is why Combined 
Maritime Forces is committed to engaging with Yemen in 
order to establish a strong, enduring and mutually beneficial 
relationship.” 
 

HMAS Melbourne arrived in the Middle East region in Sep-
tember 2010. In addition to working with CTF 150 she has 
also spent time with CMF’s counter-piracy mission, CTF 
151. 

British Royal Fleet Auxiliary support ship RFA Diligence (A132) recently took a break from her usual role as a forward 
repair ship in order to undertake front line maritime security duties with CTF-150. She may not be the prettiest looking 
naval vessel—but she is certainly versatile.  CTF 150 tasked Diligence with monitoring various vessels of interest and 
with undertaking ‘pattern of life’ operations. These involve building a complete picture of the maritime environment, 
such as daily shipping movements and fishing activities, in order to identify behavior that could indicate piracy, smug-
gling, terrorism or other illegal activities.  
 
Diligence also worked closely alongside other warships assigned to CTF 150, including U.S. destroyer USS Winston S. 
Churchill, Pakistan frigate PNS Khaibar and French frigate FS Commadant Bouan.  In training exercises, Diligence 
acted as a suspect vessel for boarding teams from the other vessels to search.  
 

Commodore Tim Fraser RN, the UK Maritime Component Commander, said, “As if the geographical size of the Middle 
East wasn’t a challenge in itself, it is also a busy and constantly changing environment of the very highest strategic im-
portance. There is always a requirement for additional ships for coalition operations and I was pleased therefore to be 
able to contribute RFA Diligence to CTF 150.” 

RFA Diligence: An Unlikely Asset  

Since taking over command 
of CTF-150 from Pakistan in 
October, Commodore Greg 
Sammut of the Royal Austra-
lian Navy has commanded 
ships and aircraft from Aus-
tralia, Pakistan, France, the 
United States and  the United 
Kingdom. 

 

More than 25 ships in the region have been queried, 
and one was boarded under the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea. 

 

Commodore Sammut and his team have also ac-
tively engaged with regional nations and coalition 
partners. Pictured here are Commodore Sammut 
and his staff visiting the flight deck operations room 
aboard the US aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln. 



Combined Task Force 151: Counter-piracy 

High Praise for USS Shoup 
 
The officers and crew of US Navy Arleigh 
Burke class destroyer USS Shoup re-
ceived a letter of thanks from the Manag-
ing Director of ship owners Eurobulk Ltd,  
for assisting one of their vessels after it 
was released from pirate control in Decem-
ber. 

 

Shoup, which is serving with CTF 151, pro-
vided medical assistance and fresh provi-
sions to the crew of the MV Eleni P, follow-
ing seven months captivity off the coast of 
Somalia.  
 
The destroyer then shadowed the mer-
chant vessel as she left the Somali coast 
and headed for refuge in Salalah, Oman. 
 

The let ter 
stated,  “It was 
a great relief 
for everybody 
onboard to 
know that the 
allied navies 
had not forgot-
ten them dur-
ing this terrible 
ordeal”. 

Turkey Reflects on A Job Well Done 
 

In his farewell as 
speech Rear Admiral 
Ertuğral reflected on a 
busy and productive 
command period. 
 
Speaking to a distin-
guished audience,  in-
cluding senior dipomat-
ics and military officers 
from Pakistan and Tur-
key, Rear Admiral Er-
tuğrul said: 
 

 

“...The ships and aircraft under my command have scored some real 
and immediate victories through the disruption of suspected acts of 
piracy, the interception of individuals believed to be engaging in pi-
racy and the destruction of weapons, fuel and other pirate material...” 
 
“….In the complicated environment in which we operate, successful 
deterrence must surely be the greatest kind of victory...I think our 
greatest contribution has been in the Somali basin. Through our mu-
tual cooperation and shared coordination, CTF-151 and our partner 
organisations have prevented many aspiring pirates from reaching the 
open ocean and, better still, in some cases from even leaving the 
beaches in the first place....  
 
“...Those who seek to commit piracy at sea have shown themselves 
to be resourceful and flexible, modifying their behaviour as we frus-
trate their tactics. Naval forces must therefore remain astute and 
adaptable. However, the pirates should know this: we are here to stay 
as long as is necessary...” 

Pakistan Assumes Command of CTF-151  
 

The Pakistan Navy assumed command of Combined Task Force 151 (CTF-151) on 29 
November 2010. Rear Admiral Sinan Ertuğrul of the Turkish Navy was relieved by Com-
modore Abdul Aleem of the Pakistan Navy at a formal ceremony aboard the British frigate 
HMS Cornwall at the port of Fujairah in the United Arab Emirates. “Pakistan has been a 
valued partner in Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) for many years now,” said Cdre. Tim 
Fraser, Deputy Commander, CMF. “They’ve had a major impact on maritime security op-
erations in the region, having commanded CTF 150 four times and will now use those 
skills countering piracy in the Gulf of Aden and Somali Basin in CTF 151.” 

“To all those ships, aircraft and personnel 
that have come under my control, I say an 
enormous thank you...Ultimately, there are 
merchant ships sailing freely today that 
would not be doing so had it not been for 
your efforts. For that alone you deserve to 
go home with your heads held high.”  



Combined Task Force 152 

Command of Combined Task Force 152 (CTF 152) today passed from Kuwait to Bahrain 
at a ceremony at Royal Bahrain Naval Base on January 6.  Brigadier General Jassim al 
Ansari (pictured left)  of the Kuwait Naval Force was succeeded as commander by Colo-
nel Isa Al Doseri (right) of the Royal Bahrain Naval Force. 
 

Upon accepting command, 
Col al Doseri said, "Bahrain 
is proud to have the oppor-
tunity to command CTF-152 
for a second time. As an is-
land nation, we understand 
the importance of the sea, 

whether it be for trade, defence or travel. The Arabian 
Gulf is one of the most important maritime regions in the 
world, and plays a key role in global trade and by exten-
sion the world economy. Maritime security in these waters 
is therefore important not just to Gulf nations but also the 
international community as a whole." 
 
Looking back upon the last six months, Brigadier General 
Jassim al Ansari added, "This has been the first time Ku-
wait has commanded a CMF task force. In this time we 
have made a positive contribution to the security of the Arabian Gulf through the direction of daily maritime security op-
erations. In the longer term, our exercises and evolutions have also enhanced the ability of Gulf nations and our inter-
national partners to work together in an effective manner.  It is my belief that Combined Task Force 152 is better 
placed to respond to whatever challenges or opportunities the future may bring". 
 
Kuwait assumed command of CTF 152 
from the United Arab Emirates on 9 May 
2010. For part of Kuwait’s command pe-
riod, CTF 152 was also commanded by 
Colonel Abdullah Dashti. The rotation en-
abled two senior officers to gain valuable 
experience of leading a multi-national task 
force. 
 
In addition to daily Maritime Security Op-
erations through the Arabian Gulf, three 
large scale evolutions were held during 
Kuwait’s command period, with the aim of 
enhancing command and control capabili-
ties, improving combined planning proc-
esses and increasing cooperation among 
regional nations and international partners.  
 
These were: Stakenet, which focused on 
the protection of maritime infrastructure; 
Goalkeeper, which aimed to improve rapid 
information flow between different Naval 
Operational Centres; and Khaleje Re-
sponse, which sought to coordinate host 
country, coalition and U.S. capabilities in 
response to natural or man made crisis 
and events, including medical trauma at 
sea, collisions, and oil spills. 

 

Commodore Tim Fraser, CMF Deputy Commander, visits the Naval 
Operations Centre (NOC) at the port of Mina Salman in Manama, 
Bahrain. The brand new, state of the art facility will serve as the head-
quarters for Combined Task Force 152, during Bahrain's command 
period. 



At the Headquarters…. 

In December a senior delegation from the Royal Thai 
Navy visited CMF Headquarters in Bahrain to mark the 
end of the Royal Thai Navy’s first ever counter-piracy de-
ployment with CMF. The delegation, including Admiral 
Thagerngsak Wangkaew, Chief of Staff (right) met with 
CMF Commander Vice Admiral Mark Fox (left) and Dep-
uty Commander, Commodore Tim Fraser. They dis-
cussed some of the key lessons learned during the de-
ployment and how these can be incorporated into CMF 
operations, together with possibilities for further naval co-
operation. Thailand became the 25th member of CMF in 
September 2010, following a historic decision by the Thai 
cabinet to commit ships and personnel to confront So-
mali-piracy . 

A mixed team from Combined Maritime Forces and the UK 
Maritime Component Command recently reached the final 
stage of the US Naval Central Command’s  ‘Captain’s Cup’ 
Football Tournament. Having won at every stage of the comp-
tetition, they then faced not one, but two final matches— draw-
ing the first but losing the second.  Team coach Lt Cdr Brian 
Chittick, a Royal Naval Dental Surgeon, said “We came so 
close—the fact we were able to field an international team with 
players from so many great footballing nations made us a for-
midable force. It just goes to show what can be achieved by 
working together” 

On 11 Dec 2010, the CMF cricket team, captained by Commander 
Syed Atif Shah (Pakistan—pictured), soundly beat the Combined Task 
Force 150 (CTF-150) cricket team, captained by Lt Cdr Paul Sedgman 
(Australia).  Having won the toss and electing to bat first, the CMF 
cricket team took to the sand and rock of the Bussatein Cricket Ground 
in good form. A number of boundaries helped the CMF team achieve 
their high run rate, but the Australian bowling and fielding kept the pres-
sure on. CMF eventually batted out their 20 overs with a very respect-
able score of 3/176.  After a pause for drinks and a changing over of 
the pads, Australia commenced their run chase. A few early wickets 
raised CMF’s confidence, but the Australians of CTF 150 never gave 
up. A middle order surge saw the 177 runs required edge closer, but in 
the end, CMF’s superior skills won out and Australia completed the in-
nings at 7/132. Cricket was the winner on the day, and a rematch defi-
nitely on the cards. During the Christmas break, the CTF 150 team 
soundly beat the UK Maritime Component Command, silencing any lo-
cal complaints about the poor performance of Australia in this year’s 
Ashes.  



CMF Focus:  Canada 

Canadian Trio Contribute to CMF Headquarters 
 
Cdr Paul MacNeill is on his second tour as Deputy Chief of 
Future Operations, having previously been posted to CMF in 
2007. His role involves developing documentation to assign 
missions and assets to CMF’s three task forces. He also has 
responsibility for organizing the international Counter Piracy 
Shared Awareness and Deconfliction (SHADE) meetings 
held every 8 weeks in Bahrain for 120 delegates from 32 
countries including representatives from Foreign Affairs Min-
istries, Defence Ministries, Embassies, Navy and Air Force 
entities, Maritime Shipping Industry, Maritime Security and 
Law Enforcement. 
 

“The highlight of my tour with CMF is the same as last time - 
the people I work with,” said Cdr MacNeil, adding “this is a 
truly unique environment unlike anywhere else in the world 
and I would readily come back any day. To work with such a 
diverse group of dedicated  professionals from all over the 
world that also have such a zest for life and the future has 
been very rewarding indeed”. 
 

Lt Debrah Rapkins is an Intelligence Analyst for CTF 150, is 
responsible to the Chief CMF N2. Specializing in computer 
network operations and communications intelligence, Lt 
Rapkins is normally based out of Ottawa, where she serves 
as a maritime analyst for the Chief Defence of Intelligence at 
the National Defence Headquarters. 
 

Petty Officer Donald Eenkooren also serves with CMF N2, 
where he manages requests for information and  the colla-
tion and production of data. Presently based at Joint Com-
mand and Control Support Centre in Ottawa he has previ-
ously served for five years as a Marine Engineer and for 22 
years as an Intelligence Operator. This is CPO Eenkooren’s 
second tour in Bahrain. He has also deployed to Bosnia, 
Kosovo, and Cyprus and was part of Canadian Forces dis-
aster team that was sent to Honduras and Turkey in re-
sponse to humanitarians crises. 
 

In addition to regularly contributing staff members to CMF 
headquarters, Canada has previously commanded CMF's 
counter-terrorism mission, CTF 150, and has also provided 
ships and MPRA aircraft in support of CMF missions. 

One Hundred Years Strong: Canada’s three strong 
CMF contingent took time out from operations to 
mark the centenary of the Canadian Navy. Pictured 
left to right are PO Donald Eenkooren,  Cdr Paul 
MacNeill and Lt Debra Rapkins. Formed on May 4, 
1910 as the Naval Service of Canada, it was soon 
renamed Royal Canadian Navy before it was merged 
with the army and the airforce in 1968, after which  it 
has been known as Canadian Forces Maritime Com-
mand  
 

Canada At Forefront of Counter-piracy Staff 
 

Between September and November 2010, two Ca-
nadians were among the small but dedicated team of 
international naval personnel embarked aboard the 
Turkish frigate TCG Gaziantep on the staff of CMF’s 
counter-piracy mission.  
 

Lieutenant Commander Scott Robinson of the Cana-
dian Forces Maritime Command, was responsible for 
planning the task force’s future operations. “My role 
involved looking ahead and planning the task force’s 
operations, by deciding where ships needed to be. In 
any one day there may be twenty or more naval ves-
sels conducting counter piracy operations in the re-
gion, so I spent a lot of time liaising with other or-
ganisations and navies to cooperating our presence 
to provide the best possible effect“, said Lt Cdr Rob-
inson.  
 

Fellow countryman Major Mark Shelden, from the 
Canadian Forces Air Command , had the crucial role 
of coordinating air activities in support of CTF-151: 
“Our area of operation is simply huge. We will never 
have enough ships to be everywhere at once, so air-
craft are vital in providing information that we can 
use to direct our ships to where they are needed 
most.“ 

Pictured: Turkish Rear Admiral Ertugrul and his 
command staff. 



2010: CMF’s Year In Pictures 

1. US Navy destroyer McFaul was conducting a routine patrol with CMF’s anti piracy mission in March when she rescued 29 
Somali men and women from a drifting skiff with no food and little water. 
 

2. Ships from the UK, UAE, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, France and the US took part  in Stakenet Plus in January, an 11 day 
exercise focusing on the protection of key energy infrastructure in the Arabian Gulf. 
 

3. Rear Admiral Abassi talks with members of the media, following the successful completion in October of the Pakistan Navy’s 
fourth period in command of CMF’s counter-terrorism mission. 
 

4. In July Vice Adm. Mark Fox (right) relieved Vice Adm. Bill Gortney (left) as commander of both U.S. Naval Forces Central 

Command and CMF. U.S. Ambassador to Bahrain J Adam Ereli looks on. 

 

5. French Naval personnel from FS Dupleix demonstrate ship boarding techniques as part of a CMF training programme held 

in October and designed to enhance skills associated with Maritime Security Operations. 

 

6. Republic of Korea Navy, Rear Admiral Beom-rim Lee assumed command of CMF’s counter-piracy mission, in April, relieving 

Singapore Navy Rear Admiral Bernard Miranda. 

 

7. U.S. Marines operating under Combined Task Force 151 boarded and seized control M/V Magellan Star from pirates who 

attacked and boarded the vessel early Sept 8—all without a shot being fired. 
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