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Thailand makes 25 

September 2010 saw Thailand become the 25th member of Combined Mari-
time Forces, following a decision taken by the Thai cabinet in August to com-
mit forces to CMF’s counter-piracy effort. The offshore patrol vessel, HTMS 
Pattani, and the support ship, HTMS Similan, have joined Combined Task 
Force 151 (CTF-151), currently commanded by Rear Admiral Sinan Ertugrul 
of the Turkish Navy. 
 

Vice Adm. Mark Fox, Commander CMF, said, "We are delighted that Thai-
land has joined CMF. Our strength derives from the fact that, as a global 
maritime partnership, we can achieve more by working together than any 
single nation or navy could do alone.” 
 

Rear Adm. Ertugrul added, “The Gulf of Aden and Somali Basin contain 
some of the world’s busiest shipping lanes where safe and free passage is 
vital to the international economy. Piracy is truly an international problem 
that requires an international response, which is precisely why this multina-
tional coalition force is deployed here.  The Royal Thai Navy can make a 
very positive contribution to the mission with its ships, and it will increase our 
ability to deter and disrupt potential attacks.” 

October 2010 

This was the moment that U.S. Marines from CMF stormed the M/V Magellan Star. 
Whilst not a routine CMF response, a unique set of circumstances made the rescue 
possible. The ship had been overrun the previous day, but the quick thinking crew 
had sealed themselves in the steering compartment, from where they could control 
the ship and maintain radio communication  The CTF-151 flagship, Turkish frigate 
TCG Gökçeada, was the first on scene. She was soon joined by two additional CTF-
151 warships, USS Dubuque and USS Princeton. The boarding commenced early on 
Sept. 9, and succeeded in securing the safety of the ship’s crew and apprehending 
nine suspected pirates—all  without a shot being fired.   

CMF Strikes Back! 

All Change At the Top 

Command of two of CMF’s three task 
forces have recently rotated. Commo-
dore Gregory Sammut of the Royal 
Australian Navy (left) has assumed 
command of CTF-150 which under-
takes maritime security duties; whilst 
counter piracy task force CTF-151 is 
now headed by Rear Admiral Sinan 
Ertugrul of the Turkish Navy (right). 

CMF - A  25-nation Global Maritime Partnership 



 

Welcome Aboard 
 

Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) is a global maritime 
partnership of 25-nations who have pledged to work to-
gether to promote security and prosperity across some 
2.5 million square miles of international waters in the 
Middle East, which encompass some of the world’s most 
important shipping lanes. Its main aims are to counter 
terrorism, prevent piracy and promote a safe maritime 
environment. CMF operates three task forces, each with 
a specific mission and area of operation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CTF-150 
 

Mission: To prevent the use of the maritime environment 
by those who perpetrate or enable terrorist acts. This in-
cludes disruption of maritime terrorist acts and building 
regional maritime counter terrorism capability in order to 
combat threats to international peace and promote re-
gional security and stability.  
 

Area of Operation: the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Indian 
Ocean and Gulf of Oman.  
 

Current Command: Australia. 
 

CTF-151 
 

Mission: To disrupt piracy and armed robbery at sea and 
to engage and build capabilities with regional and other 
partners in order to protect global maritime commerce 
and secure freedom of navigation.  
 

Area of Operation: Gulf of Aden & Somali Basin.  
 

Current Command: Turkey. 
 

CTF-152 
 

Mission: Conducting maritime security operations in con-
junction with regional partners, in order to  prevent desta-
bilising activities and promote maritime security for the 
benefit of all. 
 

Area of operation: Arabian Gulf. 
 

Current Command: Kuwait. 

Message from Deputy  
Commander, Combined  
Maritime Forces  
 
Commodore Tim Fraser RN 

View from the Bridge 

Battle Rhythm is produced every two months by the CMF Public Affairs Office. The next edition will be produced at 
the end of December. Contributions of articles and photographs are encouraged. Please contact Lt Jeremy Olver 
RN, Media Operations Officer on +973 1785-4942 or jeremy.olver.uk@me.navy.mil 

CMF’s outstanding response to 
the Magellan Star teaches us 
several lessons for the future. 
We must remember that this 
operation occurred with almost ideal circum-
stances—a case of the right assets being in the 
right place at the right time. It will not always be the 
case and with over two million square miles of wa-
ter to cover, we cannot be everywhere at once. We 
must therefore continue to engage with the ship-
ping industry to impress upon them the importance 
of adopting Best Management Practice (BMP) 
methodology. Through simple measures, commer-
cial vessels can make themselves far less tempting 
targets for pirates. We must also continue to work 
with EUNAVFOR, NATO and with independent na-
vies operating in this area to share information and 
intelligence and to coordinate our ships and air-
craft, in order to make the most of the assets we 
have in the region. 
 
Meanwhile, the ships and personnel of CTF-150 
and CTF-152 continue to undertake maritime secu-
rity operations and enhance regional stability. With-
out the high media profile of counter-piracy, their 
work is often unsung, but it is just as important in 
helping to ensure the seas which people from so 
many nations rely upon remain safe and free.  

Message from  Commander,  
Combined Maritime Forces  
 
Vice Admiral Mark Fox 
 
The Combined Maritime Forces, a 
unique global maritime partnership, 
is comprised of nations from 
around the world, whose navies 
sail Middle Eastern waters and whose purpose is to 
improve maritime security. Ships and sailors from 
many nations make the Combined Maritime Force 
much more effective than any navy or country could 
be alone. We are committed as a coalition to continu-
ing operations that deter illicit activities and help build 
lawful maritime order. 



Command of CTF-150 passed from Pakistan to 
Australia on 14th October  Rear Admiral Zafar 
Mahmood Abbasi was relieved by Commodore 
Gregory Sammut. This is the second occasion in 
which Australia has led CTF-150. Commodore 
Richard Menhinick was in command between 
December 2009 and April 2010.  In his farewell 
speech, Rear Adm. Abbasi said that CTF-150 
has come a long way since its creation: “It is a 

coherent force that is able to respond effectively to the challenges it 
faces. Command of CTF-150 for the fourth time is a manifestation of 
Pakistan Navy’s continued commitment to support coalition efforts to 
maintain peace and lawful maritime order at sea”. 

Combined Task Force 150 

CTF-150 Conducts Focused  
Maritime Security Ops 

Pakistan’s eventful command tenure (15 April – 14 October) saw 
diverse activities and a high tempo of operations, including:   
• Commanding 25 warships from six different nations. 
 

• Helicopters and UAVs from these ships flew over 1,435 hours in 
support of the mission. 

 

• Land based Maritime Patrol Aircraft from five different nations 
flew over 515 hours. 

 
 

• Conducting an extensive regional engagement campaign, in-
cluding meetings with senior military/naval leadership of Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Yemen and Jordan.  

 

• HQ CTF-150 instituted a comprehensive system of Pattern of 
Life (POL) collection in CTF-150 operational area—termed as 
Pattern of Life in Arabian and Red Seas (POLARS).  

 

• Promulgating comprehensive Standard Operating Procedures 
for units of CTF-150 and CTF -150 HQ staff. 

 

• Conducting enduring operations, and one Surge and three Fo-
cused Operations. 

 

• Instituting a Force Collective Training Programme (FCTP) with 
the inclusion of MSO training. 

 

• Twice conducting MSO and mutual training with Pakistan Mari-
time Security Agency. 

 

• Commander CTF-150 visited six CTF-150 units, in Bahrain and 
at sea. 

 

• 22 officers from RSNF and UAE were attached with HQ CTF-
150 for familiarization and secure communication training. 

CTF-150 participated in focused Maritime Se-
curity Operations (MSO) in the North Arabian 
Sea and Gulf of Oman from 14 - 17 Sept. 
2010. 
 

This operation concentrated forces in key ar-
eas where illegal activities are most likely to 
occur on a frequent basis. MSO are con-
ducted under international maritime conven-
tions to deter and disrupt terrorism and other 
illicit activities in the maritime environment, 
thereby helping to ensure security, safety and 
freedom of movement for commercial ship-
ping in international waters. 
 

Coalition warships and aircraft from Australia, 
Pakistan, and the U.S. participated in the op-
eration, together with support from the Paki-
stan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA), which 
provided surface and air assets. 
 

Rear Admiral Abbassi, Commander CTF-150, 
emphasised building trust and cooperation 
with lawful maritime operators. Particular at-
tention was also paid to strengthening coop-
eration with regional partners and to gaining 
an understanding of the local “pattern of life”. 
 

Six Months of Achievement 



 

Combined Task Force 151 

Rear Admiral Beom-rim Lee of the Repub-
lic of Korea Navy, Commander of Com-
bined Task Force 151 (CTF-151), was re-
lieved by Rear Admiral Sinan Ertugrul of 
the Turkish Navy at a formal ceremony on-

board the Turkish flagship TCG Gökçeada at the port facility at Mina 
Salman, Bahrain, on September 1, 2010. 
 

Lee assumed command of CTF-151 on April 21, 2010. This was the 
first time the Republic of Korea has led an international task force .  
Recalling his period in Command, Lee said  "The Republic of Korea 
Navy is proud to have been at the forefront of CMF's efforts to help 
to confront piracy over the last four months. The men and women 
from 21 ships from seven different countries who have served under 
my command have performed their duties with skill and dedication.”  
 

Highlights of Lee’s command included: 
• Improved coordination with the European Union and NATO 

counter-piracy efforts. 
• Better communications with other navies conducting counter-

piracy missions, particularly the Russian, Chinese, Japanese, 
Indian and Malaysian navies. 

• Built and maintained strong ties with regional militaries and gov-
ernments of Djibouti, Bahrain, Oman and the United Arab Emir-
ates. 

• Improved air operations, leading to better positioning of forces 
ready to counter the ongoing threat. 

 

Lee added: "One of the main 
tasks I set for my command 
was to establish stronger com-
munications with NATO and the 
EU’s own counter-piracy opera-
tions, and with the independ-
ently deployed navies operating 
in this region. It is important for 
us to share the latest strategic  
and tactical knowledge. I be-
lieve that we have worked 
seamlessly together toward our 
mutual goals”.  
 

Turkish frigate TCG Gökçeada recently visited 
Victoria, Seychelles. While in port, Rear Admi-
ral Sinan Ertugrul, Commander CTF-151, took 
the opportunity to strengthen links with the ar-
chipelago nation.   
 
At a meeting with Chief of Defence Staff of the 
Seychelles, Brigadier Leopold Payet, Ertugrul 
reaffirmed his commitment to the Seychelles 
stating, “It is my intention to robustly disrupt 
and deter piracy within the Somali Basin. Such 
acts not only affect large merchant shipping 
industries, but also important local and regional 
maritime activities, such as fishing. I am com-
mitted to working ever-closer with the Sey-
chelles wherever possible to make sure that 
those who need the sea for legitimate and legal 
use, can do so without hindrance or the threat 
of piracy.”  
 
Whilst in port, the ship also took the opportunity 
to host 12 boys and three Foyer De Nazareth 
Orphanage staff. The boys were given a full 
tour of the Oliver Hazard Perry class frigate, 
including the bridge, where they got to sit in the 
captain’s chair. They were told about life at sea 
and received ship’s souvenirs.  

Strengthening Relations  
with the Seychelles 

Republic of Korea Reflects on a Job Well Done 



Combined Task Force 152 

Crisis Response Exercise 
 

Khaleje Response is an exercise designed to coordinate host 
country, coalition and U.S. capabilities in response to natural or 
man made crisis events, such as medical trauma-at-sea, colli-
sions and oil spills.  
 

In support of this new exercise, two Crisis Response Summits 
were held at the Kuwait Naval Institute in Mohammed Al Ahmed 
Naval Base, bringing together representatives from 15 Kuwait 
government and non-government organisations. These pro-
vided an overview of CTF-152, CTF 59 and Area Support 
Group Kuwait (ASG-K) crisis response activities, as well as 
highlighting Kuwait agency capabilities and procedures.  
 

October’s exercise brought together regional maritime and 
shore based crisis response entities in a coordinated rehearsal 
of an oil spill response in the Arabian Gulf. Khaleje Response 
also reinforced previously established regional hazard response 
plans, whilst serving as a unique platform to synchronize future 
efforts in support of both crisis response evolutions and real 
world events. 

During Kuwait’s command of CTF-152, the Kuwait Navy has launched an initia-
tive to refresh guiding documents, institutionalize procedures, formalize staff du-
ties and invigorate the Battle Watch qualification process. As a result of this com-
bined effort, a significant number of processes were codified and standardized to 
facilitate the enhanced training and improved qualification standards for new staff 
members. The newly drafted CTF-152 Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 
have been validated through staff embarkations, multi-national exercises and 
real-world events. The Kuwait Navy’s vision is that all these efforts will assist in 
the handover of command of CTF-152 to Bahrain in December.  

Combined Task Force 152 Conducts 
Maritime Exercise in Arabian Gulf 
 
CTF- 152 successfully participated in Stakenet, a 
maritime infrastructure protection evolution in the 
North Arabian Gulf, July 11 - 14. 
 

This year’s Stakenet included approximately 14 
vessels and support from the Kuwait Navy and 
Coast Guard, United Arab Emirates, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, France, United Kingdom and 
United States. It was the third exercise in a series 
of maritime events designed to practice the estab-
lishment of local sea control to protect key eco-
nomic and energy related maritime infrastructure. 
 
Stakenet also demonstrated the ability of multi-
national navies and coast guards to communicate 
effectively while overcoming language barriers, 
and their ability to enhance cooperation between 
different nations that use different operating proce-
dures. This type of deliberate and collaborative 
engagement is characteristic of the CTF 152 mis-
sion. 
 
“As a result of this evolution we proved a coalition 
force can quickly establish local sea control, and 
more importantly we learned to work more effec-
tively with our regional partners,” explained Ku-
waiti Brig. General Jassim Mohammed Al-Ansari. 

Above: Kuwaiti Brigadier General Jassim Moham-
med Al-Anari, left, talks with Capt. Gerry Patter-
son, commanding officer of British Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary landing ship dock RFA Cardigan Bay dur-
ing a tour of the vessel at the completion of mari-
time evolution Stakenet . 

Since deploying to the region in May, British frigate HMS Somer-
set has worked with all three of CMF’s task forces. Lately she 
has divided her time between providing regional maritime secu-
rity within the Arabian Gulf with CTF-152 and providing protection 
to the Al Basrah Oil Terminal off Iraq in support of the UK-US 
CTF Iraqi Maritime. To date, Somerset has now conducted over 
210 Approach and Assurance Visits (AAVs) of dhows and other 
merchant traffic, reassuring the seafaring community and ensur-
ing the safety of commercial maritime activities. 

Somerset Ploughs On 



With an area of 2.5 million square miles to 
cover, CMF relies on Maritime Reconnas-
saince and Patrol Aircraft (MRPA) to provide 
imagery and intelligence regarding piracy 
and other illegal activities, which can be 
used to direct ships to where they are 
needed most. Cdr Terry Dermody of the U.S. 
Navy has had the crucial role of CMF Chief 
Air Coordination Element (ACE). This  in-
volves coordinating and deconflicting daily 
MPRA flights by aircraft from France, Spain, 
Australia, Luxembourg, Japan, Pakistan and 
the U.S. and UK. He says: “My job involves 
coordinating daily flights by aircraft from 
eight different nations. The better we can 
plan our flights and the more information we 
exchange, the greater chance our ships 
have of intercepting the pirates” before they 
are able to attack merchant vessels”. 

‘Eyes in the Sky’: Air Coordination Element 

Above: CMF’s Air Coordination Group meets regularly to plan and  
deconflict MPRA flights including those by P-3 Orion aircraft (right).  

Maritime Security Operations are central to day-to-day activities of CMF’s three task forces.  Approach and Assist 
Visits form a key part of ongoing effort to provide assistance to the maritime community and to deter illegal activity, 
while Visit, Board, Search and Seizure (VBSS) is the procedure by which CMF warships inspect merchant vessels 
suspected of engaging in illegal activities. 
 
In order to prepare CMF warships for these tasks, CMF headquarters run regular training sessions in Maritime Intel-
ligence Collection and Exploitation—or MICE for short.   Members of the ships’ companies from  HMAS  Melbourne 
(Australia), FS Dupleix (France) and TCG Gökçeada (Turkey) are recent beneficiaries, together with members of  
the Kuwaiti Coastguard. 
 
The programme involves class room lectures on boarding techniques, complemented by full spectrum boarding sce-
narios and live role plays courtesy of the U.S. Coast Guard detachment in Bahrain. 

 
Experts from the U.S. Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS) are on hand to advise 
on evidence gathering and 
handling methods, while CMF’s 
legal team deliver a brief on the 
complex considerations relating 
to international maritime law. 
There are also talks on human 
factors such as  cultural consid-
erations, conversational skills, 
body language and deceptive 
behaviour.  
 
US Navy Captain Chris Chambers, CMF Chief of Staff, said, “Our training ses-
sion is designed to provide an overview of some of the main techniques and 
methods that are used as part of day-to-day maritime security operations. We 
want to ensure that CMF navies and regional partners can work well with each 
other to ensure safe passage for merchant vessels and security on the high 
seas.”  

CMF Delivers Maritime Security Training 



 

At the Headquarters…. 

Bahrain Based Royal Navy Person-
nel Raise Money for Pakistan Flood 
Relief 
 

Royal Navy personnel serving in Bahrain have 
donated $326 (approximately £208.57) in sup-
port of the relief efforts in the wake of the devas-
tating floods in Pakistan.  
 

The money was presented in a spirit of solidarity 
to Chief of Staff (COS) CTF-150, Captain Sajid 
Mahmood of the Pakistan Navy. Personnel from 
both countries are stationed at the U.S. Naval 
HQ in Bahrain as part of Combined Maritime 
Forces (CMF) and often work side by side. The 
British were not the only CMF member nations to 
raise money for the relief efforts. Sailors from the 
U.S. Navy also put their hands in their pockets 
after an appeal by U.S. Admiral Sinclair Harris, 
commander of Expeditionary Strike Group 5. 
 

“When we heard the news about the terrible 
floods, there was no doubt in our mind about 
where we wanted the money to go, especially 
given how closely we work alongside the Paki-
stan Navy as part of Combined Maritime Forces”, 
said event organiser Chief Petty Officer  Antony 
Beer. Captain Mahmood said: “We appreciate 
the support that our international collegues here 
in Bahrain have showed us. The strength of CMF 
drives from the fact that different navies have 
come together to work towards common aims”. 

CMF Volleyball 
 

The CMF volleyball carnival at NSA Bahrain in September saw 
the participation of four teams made up of CMF member nations. 
The competition was fiercely contested, with the defending 
champions, led by Cdr 
Marcello Fardelli from Italy, 
triumphing once again! Com-
modore Fraser, took time out 
of his busy schedule to pre-
sent the prizes. 

Hail & Farewell! 

In September, CMF 
held a dinner to mark 
the departure of a num-
ber of staff members 
and senior national rep-
resentatives.  
 
Meanwhile, eight offi-
cers from the Royal 
Thai Navy have arrived 
at Combined Maritime 
Forces headquarters, 
Bahrain, in preparation 
for the historic deploy-
ment of two Thai ves-
sels to the Gulf of Aden, 
headed by Captain. 
Yuttasath Threeost 
(centre). 



CMF Focus: Coalition Communications 

CMF Focus:  Denmark  

Combined Maritime Forces Central (CMFC) is a collaborative effort that involves ships, aircraft and personnel from 
25 partner countries. This unique coalition of 25 navies often has different communication systems, making com-
munication efforts extremely challenging, more so if you also include regional partners or other navies operating in 
the area either through NATO, EU NAVFOR or independently. 
 
Ships, aircraft and headquarters must be able to communicate effectively to coordinate real-time operations over 
an operating area of 2.5 million square miles. There can simply never be enough assets to cover this broad area 
and the missions these countries support. Thus, communications becomes the vital link. COMUSNAVCENT Coali-
tion Communications is a small team based at NSA Bahrain charged with making this happen. With fly-away tech-
nicians, ship riders and expeditionary communication gear installations, they are always on the move. 
 
A typical scenario for this team, overseeing the integration of a new country into the counter-piracy mission com-
munications, was recently performed as a result of Thailand joining CMF. From initial planning from one ship, to the 
reality of two ships deploying, the plan evolved quickly from start to execution in less than a week. Seven personnel 
from the Coalition Communications Team and International Programmes Office, packed up 200kg of communica-
tions equipment and flew to Sattahip Naval Base, Chonburi, Thailand, to provide expert and immediate technical 
assistance, training and CENTRIX Command and Control Communications capability for both ships. Two sea rid-
ers from the team remain deployed on each ship to ensure that the systems function correctly and to provide train-
ing and assistance. 
 
Chief Warrant Officer John D. Radford, has no doubt his team are the key enablers of multi-national cooperation: 
“Very simply, if you remove the barriers that prevent communication, people are more likely to participate. My role 
involves indentifying from an early stage those nations which CMF are likely to need to communicate with at an op-
erational level and ensuring they are set up with the necessary software, equipment and knowledge from day one”. 

One of CMF’s longest serving staff members, Commander Alex Jensen from the 
Royal Danish Navy, recently said farewell to Bahrain having spent 14 months at CMF 
headquarters as N2 (Intelligence) Chief. Cdr Jensen arrived in Bahrain in July 2009 
expecting to stay for 6 months. However, he soon realized the job would be better 
done if the post holder was in place for at least a year and successfully applied for an 
extension. 
 
“The best aspect of CMF is the opportunity to work alongside so many different cul-
tures, nationalities and religions. I think nearly all the member nations of CMF have 
been represented in N2 during my time here” recalled Cdr Jensen. He added “It has 
been particularly satisfying to see CMF counter-piracy efforts begin to make a differ-
ence”. Cdr Jensen now returns to the headquarters of the Royal Danish Navy in Aar-

hus as head of the marine environment department.  
 
Cdr Jensen is relieved as Chief N2 by Cdr Jesper Holm. He is joined by Cdr Claus Wiinholt who serves as CMF’s 
Chief Future Operations.  
 
Denmark is a key contributor to CMF operations. From September 2008 to January 2009  
Commodore Per Bigum Christensen commanded CMF’s maritime security force,  CTF-150 , 
from his state-of-the-art flagship, HDMS Absalon. 
 
2010 marks a very important anniversary for the Royal Danish Navy. Since the time of the 
vikings Denmark has been a nation of seafarers and this is very much the case today. 
Maritime transport accounts for more than 90 percent of international trade, and at least 10 
percent of this vast tonnage is carried by Danish ships. The Royal Danish Navy was founded, 
according to historians officially on the 10th August 1510 and through 500 years the Danish 
Fleet has suffered blistering defeats and celebrated glorious victories in sea battles when 
safeguarding Danish trade interests at sea.  


